
Free Report 
I have a great little report with  
more detail to help you analyze 
whether or not a vacation home 
would pay for itself. If you'd like to 
seriously consider this idea, ask me 
for a copy of Making Your Vacation 
Home Pay For Itself    

503-781-6726 or email me @ 
jan@thejanrobinsongroup.com 

Answers Available 

No Question too Big or Small 

There’s a lot to know about buying 
or selling a house. Just email, text, 
or call me with your questions.  

503-781-6726 
jan@thejanrobinsongroup.com 

Why Is the Heart 

Associated with Love? 

From the very earliest experiments 
in anatomy in Egypt in the second 
century BC, the heart has been 
associated with emotions.  

As scientists followed nerves around 
the body, they saw that the vast 
majority of them seemed to lead to 
the solar 
plexus in 
the chest.  

This gave 
rise to the 
theory 
that the 
heart was 
the seat of emotion and reason. It 
was considered the basis of thought.  

Later, the Greeks came to believe 
that the heart was the seat of 
everything; very similar to our belief, 
that it is the brain that makes us 
who we are.  

The notion is reinforced by the fact 
that our heart pounds when we get 
excited, even if we're just thinking 
about something exciting. 

Consider a Vacation Home  
that Pays for Itself 

home during the same period. For 
instance, if you have a major sports 
team in your city, you could plan 
your vacation around a big game 
event. Then rent your home to 
someone coming into town for the 
game, while you escape to your 
vacation home.  

If you live in a small town,  you can 
still find renters who want quiet—
such as writers, or city folk, or out-of
-town guests wanting to spend time 
near (but not with) family. 

Before buying a second home, 
consider all the possible ways to 
make it work. Investigate the short 
term rental markets in both your 
home and vacation locations, and 
talk to your accountant about taxes.  

Vacation homes are not only for the 
wealthy. Even regular people with 
modest incomes might be able to 
own a vacation home, if they take 
steps to make it pay for itself.  

A vacation home is anyplace—a 
condo, cabin, shack, or mansion—
where family can meet, reconnect, 
and return to year after year to put 
down roots. Many happy memories 
are built in vacation homes.   

Vacation homes also offer the 
chance to build long-term equity. 
They tend to retain their value and 
appreciate long term because they 
are usually located in popular 
geographic areas with limited 
housing supply. 

However, owning a second home is 
also big expense. Beyond the 
mortgage, there's upkeep, utilities, 
repairs, travel, and furnishings. One 
way around the expense is by using 
it as a vacation rental. By employing 
a vacation rental service, it's 
possible to make enough to pay a 
chunk or all of the mortgage, while 
still booking yourself into the home 
during your own vacation times.  

Twice as Nice. If you plan ahead, 
you can also rent your primary 
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Does Holding Your Phone above Your Head Improve Reception? 

We've all done it. We're hiking in the woods or shopping in a big box store 
somewhere, and we can't get a good signal. So we instinctively raise our 
phones in the air, as if there is a hidden wave of receptivity floating overhead, 
if only we can reach it. Does it help? 

According to experts, no. There is no connection between cell reception and 
raising your phone into the air just above your head. Reception is "mostly 
homogenous" around us, and lifting your arm won't change this. However, 
you may get more bars by walking around. Cell reception could be being 
affected by structures, such as glass doors and metal in walls, so moving away 
from these blockages can improve reception.  

That puts “raising your arm to get better reception” into the same book as 
pushing the elevator button repeatedly—an act that doesn't change the 
elevator's programming one bit. 

 

 Where is Greenwich (as in Greenwich Mean Time— 
where clock time starts each day)? February Quiz Question 

A young man making minimum wage was considering 
buying a mobile home as his first home. But his friends 
teased him about living in a trailer park. He wanted to 
know if this negative reputation was deserved or not. 
The answer: Sometimes yes, but more often no.  

Mobile home parks got their start in the 1940s after 
World War II, as tens of thousands of returning soldiers 
clambered for affordable housing. There was little 
oversight for the manufacturing of units, and parks were 

unregulated. Units 
were crammed 
together, sanitation 
was lax, and 
conditions tended 
to worsen rather 
than improve.  

It wasn’t until the 
1980s that the 
mobile home 

industry was finally regulated by building codes. Today, 
many mobile home parks are quite desirable compared 
to yesteryear’s parks. If you're looking into mobile 
home living, here are 5 thoughts to consider: 

1. The cons. Mobile homes typically do not rise in value, 
and some parks require a lease that is hard to break if 
you decide to move. If you can afford it, you’re better off 

financially in a condo or house that appreciates in value. 

2. The pros. Mobile homes are inexpensive, and that 
can help a family feel secure. If the choice is between a 
substandard condo complex (because that’s all you can 
afford) and a nice mobile home park, the mobile home 
park may offer a better living option. 

Many older residents move to age-controlled mobile 
home parks because they want a quiet, country-club 
atmosphere without huge expenses. These parks can be a 
great option for down-sizing seniors. Some of these 
communities are nicer than condo complexes! 

3. Next, determine what global restrictions there are. 
Are kids allowed? What ages? Are pets allowed? What 
sizes? Is it a senior community? Can you rent your home 
to someone else while you travel? 

4. Visit at all hours. If you can, drive through. You'll get 
a feel for the place. Talk to residents. Notice if the homes 
are kept up to date in good condition, as that can reflect 
on your quality of life. Listen. Noise is a common 
complaint in mobile home parks, and you'll probably 
want a park with noise restrictions.  

5. Review the HOA or park documentation. Notice if 

there are any capital improvements being planned that 

might result in a rise in your space costs. Review the 

expenses and extra fees carefully.  

Mobile Homes—a Good Option for 1st Time Buyers, Seniors? 



Want to Win a $10 Coffee Card? 

It’s easy! Answer the quiz question on page 2. 
Each month, all correct entries have a chance 
of winning a FREE coffee card. Put the word 
QUIZ in the subject line and email it to:   
email@jan@thejanrobinsongroup.com 

Last Month’s Quiz: Google was named after what number? 

Answer: Google was named for a googol. A googol is 10 to the 100th 

power (10 followed by 100 zeros)! 

 Congrats to last month’s winner! Denise Garcia 

Let’s Go House Hunting! 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking at homes online is a great first 

step. But at some point you’ll want to see 

inside. Call me to schedule time to see 

homes in person: 

503-781-6726 
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Ingredients: 

 3 tablespoons olive oil 

 1 medium onion, chopped 

 1 tablespoon ground cumin 

 2 -3 cloves garlic 

 2 cans black beans 

 2 cups chicken broth or 2 
cups vegetable broth 

 salt and pepper 

 1 small red onion, chopped  

 1⁄4 cup cilantro, coarsely 
chopped or finely chopped 
(whatever you prefer) 

Tips for Decorating Your 1st 

Home on a Tight Budget 

When moving into your first home, you 
probably have a tight budget for decor. 
Fortunately (aside from the basics of a couch, 
dining table, and bed), a few targeted pieces 
will go a long way towards giving you a high 
design look on a low budget: 

1. Rugs. Spend a bit of your budget on a few 
nice accent rugs. They add color and depth to 
your space, and set off your few furnishings. 

2. End/coffee tables. Even a plain old couch 
can be enhanced with end tables or a coffee 
table that has the look you want. 

3. Lamps/lighting. Search for 
interesting lighting that makes a 
statement without being expensive. 
Lamps, pendant lights, wall lights, 
etc. There are many low-cost look-
alikes that add character to a space. 

4. Paint. After getting your accent 
rugs, couch, and lighting, it's time to 
choose paint colors. When matched 
to your furnishings, painting 
completes your décor.   

5. Plants. When you lack a lot of 
furniture and other decor, purchase 
plants to fill in the empty spaces. 

Sauté onion in olive oil. When 
onion is translucent, add cumin. 

Cook 30 seconds, then add garlic. 
Cook for another 30 to 60 seconds. 

Add 1 can black beans and 2 cups 
vegetable broth. Bring to a simmer, 
stirring occasionally. 

Turn off heat. Transfer ingredients 
to a blender and blend together. 

Add the second can of beans to the 
pot along with blended ingredients 
and bring to a simmer. 

Serve soup with bowls of red onion 
and cilantro for garnish. 

Warm Up with Quick Black Bean Soup 

Thank You! 
Welcome new clients and Thank You to 
friends who’ve trusted me to work with 
you, your friends, family and coworkers. 

Special thanks this month to... 

Rick Havnar 

Bill Turner 

Bev Tennant 

I hope you feel comfortable introducing 

me to the people you care about, too! 



This newsletter is for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of articles that are reprinted when the original author is 
known.  This information is solely for entertainment, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Do not hold us 
responsible for actions you take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice. This is not intended as a solicitation of listed property. 

On a Personal Note        What should you know before buying a condo? 

Before buying a condo, get answers to these three big questions: 1. What is the HOA like? 2. What is the 
condition of the complex? 3. What is the rental to owner ratio. The first question relates to quality of life in 
the complex. The second relates to continued financial benefit from buying a condo in that complex. The third 

tells you if there are a lot of caring owners vs. unvested renters living there. 

We hear horror stories about restrictive HOA's (who, for instance, fine you for drying clothes on your balcony). To know how 
difficult the HOA is, talk to current residents if possible. To determine if your condo is in good condition, find out how much in 
cash reserves the HOA has, and if they have scheduled any large projects, such as new roofing, 
which could raise your HOA fee. Have your agent get a copy of the HOA's CC&R's (covenants and 
restrictions) and read it. Finally, ask the HOA what percentage of renters vs. owners are in the 
complex. This is not only important for quality of life, but may affect financing, because many 

lenders have owner/renter limitations.  

Let me know what complexes you're considering and I'll help you do some of that research. 
Jan Robinson 
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Here are Portland’s 25  HOTTEST Neighborhoods for Home Sales in 2017 

Rank ZIP  Neighborhood 
Homes 

Sold 

#25 97236 PowellHurst/ Centennial  531 

#24 97128 McMinnville 541 

#23 97267 Oak Grove/Oatfield 547 

#22 97202 Sellwood/E. Moreland 549 

#21 97211 Piedmont/Concordia 554 

#20 97132 Newberg 572 

#19 97266 Lents 574 

#18 97086 Happy Valley  576 

#17 97140 Sherwood 592 

#16 97230 Hazelwood/Fairview 619 

#15 97070 Wilsonville 629 

#14 97217 Arbor Lodge/Kenton 633 

#13 97068 West Linn/Lake Oswego 636 

#12 97124 Hillsboro/Rock Creek 651 

#11 97203 St. Johns 656 

#10 97080 Gresham 672 

#9 97006 Beaverton/Aloha 706 

#8 97223 Tigard/Metzger 764 

#7 97219 Multnomah Village 814 

#6 97224 Tigard/King City 849 

#5 97123 Hillsboro  885 

#4 97045 Oregon City/Happy Valley  921 

#3 97007 Beaverton/Aloha 946 

#2 97206 Foster/Powell 1,000 

#1 97229 Forest Heights/Bethany/Cedar Mill 1,448 

Could this be the end of Portland’s so-called hot housing market?  

Indeed, the total number of sold  listings—31,718– in RMLS’ 
Portland region dropped by 3.6 percent between 2016 and 2017. 
That figure follows a 1.1 percent drop the previous year.  

 The Hottest “Hoods full-year data for 2017 covers overall home 
sales , the areas where homes sell the fastest and the highest 
average home sales prices in 25 neighborhoods. 

Among the findings: 

Top over all neighborhood in terms of total home sales logged 
nearly 50% more sales than it’s closest competitor 

Neighborhoods west of the Willamette River commanded 7 
of the top 10 home sales slots. 

Among the top 25 ZIP codes for 2017, home sales only dipped 
2.2% 

Just one ZIP code, 97035 in Lake Oswego, dropped out of the 
overall sales list. It was replaced by Lents, or 97266. 

The biggest year-over-year climbers in the top 25 were St. 
Johns and neighborhoods in Wilsonville and Sherwood. 

Portland contributed just over half—13– of the top 25 home 
sale ZIP codes among the reigns top 25 neighborhoods.    


