
“I Wonder What 

They’re Asking...” 
No need to wonder about the price of 
a home you see for sale, or download 
a cumbersome app just for a quick 
answer. Just call or text me the 
address for all the details.    

503-781-6726 

Rebus & Canting Arms 

You’ve seen coats of arms from 
medieval times. Did you know that 
many of them are visual puns (called a 
rebus) rather than any sort of display 
of power?  

Called canting 
arms, this armory 
style was named 
for canting or 
singing. 

For example,   
this shield represents 
Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon (Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen Mother). It 
doesn’t depict the power of lions or 
the skillful use of the bow and arrow. 
Instead, it’s simply a pun, using lions 
and bows to represent the name, 
Bowes-Lyon.  

Word play like this was common in the 
middle ages when secret messages 
were often written as rebuses. Can 
you guess the phrases represented by 
these modern day rebuses? (Answers 
on page 2.) 

Some Colors Go 
Together Better 
than Others 

Here’s Why... 

Both science and conventional color 
wisdom say that colors on opposite 
sides of a color wheel—
complementary colors—look good 
together in your home decor.  

The most common sets of 
complementary colors are red and 
green, yellow and purple, and 
orange and blue, derived from the 
Red-Yellow-Blue color model. If you use a different color model, you'll 
have different sets of complementary colors. For instance, in the additive 
color model, the complements are green and magenta, red and cyan, and 
blue and yellow. (IKEA, anyone?) 

Complementary colors work because different types of cones 
(photoreceptor cells) in your eye perceive different colors of light. If you 
stare at a block of color and then quickly look at a white wall, you'll see a 
faint afterimage in the complementary color. For instance, if you stare at 
a blue square, after a while the cells in your eye that process blue light 
will become fatigued, making the signal they send to your brain weaker. 
Since that part of the visual spectrum is suppressed, when you look at a 
white wall after staring at the blue square, you'll see a faint orange 
afterimage—the complimentary color. 

So what does this mean for your decor? It means that combinations of 
primary and complementary colors are dynamic together. Choose a color 
model to start with, then pick a complementary pair to decorate around. 

 ban ana 
 noon lazy 
 gesg   

 ecnalg 
 pas 
 millio1n 
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Have You Seen My Website? 
Every real estate buyer or seller needs information. Buyers need to 
see listings. Sellers need data. Drop by my website to get what you 

need to make decisions. www.thejanrobinsongroup.com 
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From the Heart: Failure Is OK - Quitting Isn’t 

I consider myself to be fairly successful in life, at least when it 
comes to making a living and living a good life. I've worked 
hard, been smart, and pushed when the going got tough. I’ve 
had rough times...maybe or maybe not as rough as you’ve 
had, but I’ve learned that success isn't a straight road, and 
that along the way, there can be a lot of bumps and potholes.  

But I believe that to live a satisfying life, quitting isn’t an 
option, no matter how bumpy the road gets. I’m not even 
sure what quitting would look like, but possibly it’s an attitude 
as much as anything real. You might be familiar with the 
quote by Thomas Edison, inventor of the light bulb, who said: 
"I have not failed. I've just found 10,000 ways that won't 
work." His attitude wasn’t one of quitting. It was one of dogged persistence. 

I think one of the greatest gifts we can give our children is the capacity to endure failure, the strength to persevere, 
and the occasional tough love they need so that they aren't allowed to quit...so that they learn to recognize the 
capacity for perseverance within themselves. 

So as I look back on the first trimester of 2018, I'm satisfied 
that it’s been successful so far. I've learned things I didn't 
know before, and am a better person—and a better 
consultant for it. Each day I learn more and will keep 
learning, getting better and wiser at what I do.   

Thanks to you who have been part of my success—by letting 
me help you succeed in reaching your goals, too. 

~ with Kind Regards, Jan Robinson 

 
Rebus (from page 1) 

 ban ana = banana split 
 noon lazy = lazy afternoon 
 gesg  = scrambled eggs 
 ecnalg = backward glance 
 pas = incomplete pass 
 millio1n = one in a million 

Why Honey Doesn’t Spoil 

Ceramic jars containing the world’s oldest honey (as far as archaeologists have found) — about 5,500 years old — 
were discovered in the tomb of a noblewoman in Georgia, not far from Tbilisi. Honey is almost unique among organic 
compounds in that it constitutes a "perfect storm" of attributes against spoilage. 

Most honey is a supersaturated solution of sugar. Sugar is hygroscopic, which means it attracts water. Bacteria and 
other microorganisms that come in contact with this solution are desiccated (water is drawn from them into the  
solution). The same happens to yeast and other fungal spores, leaving 
almost no organisms in the honey that can spoil it. This supersaturation 
of sugar also inhibits the growth of yeast and other fungal spores. 

Furthermore, bees process honey by means of an enzyme called 
glucose oxidase. You might know glucose oxidase from something 
else...it used to be called "Penicillin A," which destroys bacteria.  

Never leave a jar of honey standing open. The supersaturated 
sugar solution will absorb moisture from the air and gradually 
become weaker, losing its anti-bacterial properties. 

What is special about this series of numbers: 8591730   
(Hint: It’s not a math problem!) April Quiz Question 



Want to Win a $10 Coffee Card? 

It’s easy! Answer the quiz question on page 2. Each month, all 
correct entries have a chance of winning a FREE coffee card. Put 
the word QUIZ in the subject line and email it to:   
jan@thejanrobinsongroup.com 

 Last month’s question: Which character is first to speak in 
the original “Star Wars” movie? 

 Answer: C3PO 

 Congratulations to last month’s winner!   
Brittany Green  

Free Report 

7 Cracks Where Home 

Buyers Lose Money 

A mortgage is the biggest debt  
most of us will ever have.  

Because the numbers  
are so big, thousands of  
dollars can easily slip away  
without a borrower ever noticing. 
Contact me for a copy of these 7 
money-draining cracks to avoid. 

503-781-6726 
jan@thejanrobinsongroup.com 
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Exploring Active Retirement Communities?  Watch for these Red Flags  

Are you—or do you know—someone thinking about moving to an Active Adult Community in the next 10 years? If 
so, then it pays to know the red flags that signal the need for a deeper look when evaluating communities: 

1. Deferred Maintenance. If the community is not in tip-top shape, ask about plans for 
repairs. Costs may rise if there are a lot of repairs needed. Ask about recent and planned 
assessments for major repair costs.  

2. A Land Lease. With a lease, yearly rent increases can cripple your budget. Decide if 
increases are modest enough. If not a lease, find out what structure your ownership takes 
and your family’s estate consequences. 

3. A dysfunctional HOA. A good or bad HOA can make or break your experience. Does the 
HOA have a history of contention? Are they well-funded? Are many owners in arrears? Does 
the board seem unable to come to agreement (review meeting minutes)?   

4. HOA restrictions are a poor match. What one person feels is important, another might 
not—like restrictions on the exterior color of a home. Evaluate restrictions to see if you'll be 
able to live the lifestyle you want. 

What’s So Funny about Chemistry? 
You don’t have to be a genius to get a laugh from these jokes, but you 
might wan to dust off your high school chemistry book: 

 Never trust atoms—they make up everything. 

 Did you hear about the guy who read a whole book about helium in 
one sitting? He couldn’t put it down. 

 The optimist sees the glass half full. The pessimist sees the glass half 
empty. The chemist sees the glass completely full, half in the liquid 
state and half in the vapor state. 

 A chemist’s motto: If you’re not part of the solution, you’re part of the 
precipitate. 

 H2O is water and H2O2 is hydrogen peroxide. What is H2O4? Drinking! 

 What is the chemical formula for "banana"? BaNa2 

 Helium walks into a bar. The bar tender says "We don't serve noble 
gasses in here." Helium doesn't react. 

Thank You! 
Welcome new clients and Thank You friends 

who’ve trusted me to work with you, your 
friends, family and coworkers. Special thanks 

this month to... 

Alan Clevenger 

Hank & Allie Bauer 

Michael DeFrank 

I hope you feel comfortable introducing me to 

the people you care about, too! 



This newsletter is for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of articles that are reprinted when the original author is 
known.  This information is solely for entertainment, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Do not hold us 
responsible for actions you take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice. This is not intended as a solicitation of listed property. 
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You could be walking away from free money... 

Are you a first time homebuyer? 

Maybe you’re just missing a down payment?  

  

Call me for details while there’s still free money! 

503-781-6726 

Or email me at Jan@thejanrobinsongroup.com 

DNA—A New Fad? 
 

The number of people who have had their DNA analyzed with direct-to-
consumer genetic genealogy tests more than doubled during 2017 and 

now exceeds 12 million, according to industry estimates. Genealogy services use DNA to tell people what 
continents their ancestors are from and to locate family members, including distant cousins. 

Last week, the genealogy company Ancestry.com, which is based in Utah, announced that it has tested 
more than seven million people. The company’s customer rolls exceed those of all competitors combined. 
The second-largest player, 23andMe, has tested more than three million, followed by FamilyTreeDNA and 
MyHeritage. 

Most of those tested are in the US, suggesting that around 1 in 25 American adults now have access to 
personal genetic data—-a figure that could spur a range of new genetic analysis services, as DNA becomes 
a commodity.  

For example, the sheer number of people who possess their own genetic data could spur growth in web-
sites that offer to reanalyze it. Companies like Habit and Promethease will use the files to provide a break-

down of people’s diet or health risks--frequently with little oversight from regulators. There's even a Har-

vard University lab scheme to link consumers’ genomes to a new cryptocurrency.  


